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Opportunistic Immunisation 
at Sydney Children’s Hospital

Stage I: To identify the numbers of children who are 
not fully immunised attending Sydney Children’s 
Hospital and evaluate our documentation of 
immunisation status.

Stage II: To investigate options with regard to a 
sustainable system to identify those children whose 
immunisation is not up to date.

Stage III: To trial and evaluate the sustainable 
system of identifying those children whose 
immunisation is not up to date.

Stage IV: To develop a system of offering 
opportunistic immunisation to children who attend 
Sydney Children’s Hospital.



Opportunistic Immunisation 
at Sydney Children’s Hospital

Stage I – Who is Up To Date (UTD)?
Assess immunisation rates in SCH patients
Assess accuracy of immunisation 
documentation
Inform the remainder of the process



Sydney Children’s Hospital -
Method

Records for review were gathered from
Emergency department (ED) Attendees 100 (100)
ED Admissions 100 (100)
Elective Admissions 100 (75)

Immunisation status according to medical and 
nursing patient records
“Gold standard” immunisation status was 
gathered using Australian Childhood 
Immunisation Register (ACIR)



Age of children reviewed
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Review of 100 notes of  ED Attendees

16 NUTD

11
> 4 weeks
overdue

5
< 4 weeks
overdue

100 5 records
Not found 

on the ACIR
95 

records
79 

UTD



Summary of Results
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Review of 100 notes of  ED Attendees
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ED Attendees
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ED Attendees

NUTD children correctly identified by 
ED staff 4/16 = 25%
UTD children correctly identified by 
ED staff 65/79 = 82%
No information documented for 13 
children (12 UTD , 1 NUTD) = 14%



Summary of Results
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Summary of Results
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Review of 100 notes of  ED Attendees
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Summary of Results
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Conclusion

13% of the sample were under immunised 
24% of under immunised children were 
identified using current systems
1.5% of our sample had chosen not to 
immunise their children
The newer immunisations were over 
represented amongst the overdue 
immunisations



Opportunistic Immunisation -
Stage II and Beyond

Review our systems for identifying 
children who are overdue their 
immunisation



Questions?


